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Welcome
Hi, I'm Nick, owner of Devon Transfers Private Hire.

Over the past few years I've helped transport wedding couples, family
members and guests attending celebrations across Mid Devon, including
weddings at Upton Barn & Walled Garden.

One thing I've learned is that accommodation and guest transport are often
left until the final stages of planning, yet they can have a significant impact on
how smoothly the day runs for both couples and guests.

This guide has been created to share some of the most common questions I
receive, along with practical advice that may help when planning your
wedding.

Being based in Willand, just a few minutes from Upton Barn, I regularly assist
wedding couples, family members and guests travelling to and from the
venue. 

Whilst this guide is based on my own experience, accommodation availability,
transport providers and venue arrangements can change over time, so
couples should always confirm details directly with the relevant businesses.

Why Transport Planning Matters
Upton Barn is one of Devon's most beautiful wedding venues.

Its countryside location is part of its charm, but it also means guests are often
staying across multiple locations and may be unfamiliar with local transport
options.

A little planning beforehand can help:
✓ Reduce stress for guests
✓ Avoid last-minute transport issues
✓ Allow guests to fully enjoy the celebrations
✓ Help ensure everyone gets back safely at the end of the evening
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Guests Arriving By Train

Many guests attending weddings at Upton Barn travel from outside
Devon and arrive via Tiverton Parkway railway station.

With direct services from London Paddington, Reading, Taunton, Bristol
and Exeter, Tiverton Parkway is often the most convenient arrival point
for family members and wedding guests travelling by rail.

When planning guest transport, it can be helpful to consider:

• Approximate guest numbers arriving by train
• Whether guests are arriving across several different services
• How guests will travel onwards to the venue
• Return travel arrangements after the wedding

For larger weddings, considering transport requirements early can often
help avoid last-minute arrangements and reduce stress for guests
unfamiliar with the local area.
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Where Do Guests Usually Stay?

One of the most common questions couples ask is:

"Where should our guests stay?"

Whilst every wedding is different, guests attending Upton Barn
weddings often choose accommodation within:

• Cullompton
• Willand
• Kentisbeare
• Broadclyst

The key consideration is not necessarily distance, but how guests will
travel to and from the venue.
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1.The Roost
2.Padbrook Park Hotel
3.Weir Mill Farm
4.Waterloo Cross
5.Travelodge Tiverton
6.Little Colebrooke Court

Popular Accommodation Locations



Popular Accommodation Options Near Upton Barn

The accommodation options below are provided for information only and
availability, facilities and breakfast options may change over time.

The Roost – Cullompton
A popular choice due to its close proximity to Upton Barn.
Ideal for:
• Couples
• Small family groups
• Guests wanting to stay very close to the venue

Website:
https://theroostdevon.com/

Padbrook Park Hotel
Historically one of the most popular accommodation choices for Upton Barn
weddings due to its location and room capacity.

Couples should check directly regarding current availability and future
accommodation plans.

Website:
https://www.padbrookpark.co.uk/

Weir Mill Farm – Willand
A highly-rated local accommodation option offering comfortable rooms and
breakfast facilities.
Ideal for:
• Couples
• Family members
• Guests wanting a quieter countryside location

Website:
https://www.weirmill-devon.co.uk/
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Waterloo Cross – Cullompton
Located close to Junction 27 of the M5, Waterloo Cross is a pub with guest
accommodation, offering a convenient base for wedding guests travelling to
and from Upton Barn.
Ideal for:
• Families
• Guests travelling from outside Devon
• Guests wanting breakfast available on site

Website:
https://www.marstonsinns.co.uk/inns/waterloo-cross-hotel-cullompton

Travelodge Tiverton
Located at Junction 27, Travelodge is often overlooked but can be a practical
and cost-effective option for wedding guests.
Ideal for:
• Couples
• Families
• Guests looking for simple, convenient accommodation
Website:
https://www.travelodge.co.uk/hotels/563/Tiverton-Hotel

Little Colebrooke Court Cottages
Many wedding parties choose self-catering accommodation when several
family members or friends are travelling together.

Little Colebrooke Court Cottages, located just outside Cullompton, can work
particularly well for larger family groups wanting to stay together whilst
remaining within easy reach of Upton Barn.

Ideal for:
• Extended families
• Wedding parties
• Weekend stays

Website:
https://colebrookecourtcot.wixsite.com/littlecolebrookejh

https://www.marstonsinns.co.uk/inns/waterloo-cross-hotel-cullompton
https://www.travelodge.co.uk/hotels/563/Tiverton-Hotel
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Questions To Ask Before Booking Accommodation

When choosing accommodation, it can be worth considering a few
practical questions:

✓ Is breakfast important?
✓ Will elderly relatives be travelling?
✓ Are young children attending?

✓ Is transport required to and from the venue?
✓ Are guests staying for one night or the whole weekend?

✓ Is parking available?
✓ Will guests be spread across multiple accommodation locations?

Thinking about these factors early can often make transport planning
much simpler later on.

Why Guests Often Book Transport In Advance

Unlike city-centre wedding venues, Upton Barn is located in a rural area
where transport options can be more limited late in the evening.

Whilst taxis and private hire vehicles operate across Mid Devon, the most
popular collection times — particularly between 10:30pm and midnight —
can often be in high demand during the wedding season.

For this reason, many couples encourage guests to arrange transport in
advance rather than relying on availability on the night.

Advance planning can help provide peace of mind and ensure guests can
focus on enjoying the celebrations.



Real-World Considerations From Upton Barn
Weddings

Every wedding is unique, but there are a few common themes that regularly
appear.

Guests Rarely Leave At The Same Time
Whilst some guests stay until the very end of the evening, others may leave
earlier.

Building flexibility into transport plans often works better than expecting
everyone to depart together.

Families Often Have Different Needs
Older relatives may wish to return earlier.

Parents with young children may need flexibility around bedtimes.

Meanwhile, younger guests often prefer to stay until the end of the
celebrations.

Accommodation Is Often Spread Across Several Locations
Even relatively small weddings can have guests staying across Cullompton,
Willand, Tiverton and nearby villages.

This is completely normal, but worth considering when planning transport
arrangements.

Train Arrivals Are Often More Spread Out Than Expected
Many guests arrive on different train services throughout the day, which can
sometimes influence transport planning and timings.
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Understanding Your Transport Options

There is no single solution that works for every wedding.

The best approach depends on guest numbers, accommodation locations and
budget.

Guests Arrange Their Own Transport
Often suitable for smaller weddings or guests staying nearby.

Pre-Booked Taxis & Private Hire
Ideal for:
• Couples
• Families
• Small groups
• Individual guest journeys

Advance booking is strongly recommended, particularly for late evening
collections.

Shuttle Services
Suitable when guests are staying in several nearby locations.

Rather than arranging a separate vehicle for every journey, shuttle services
can provide flexibility throughout the evening and reduce waiting times for
guests.

A Local Perspective
Being based in Willand, I regularly travel the roads connecting Cullompton,
Willand, Kentisbeare and surrounding villages.

This local knowledge often helps when planning routes, estimating journey
times and understanding how accommodation locations relate to the venue.

As with any wedding, the most successful transport plans are usually the
simplest ones.
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Nick's Top 5 Tips For Upton Barn Couples

Having worked with wedding couples, families and guests across Mid
Devon, these are the five pieces of advice I find myself sharing most
often:

1. Book Guest Transport Earlier Than You Think
Popular dates and late-evening collection times can fill surprisingly
quickly.

2. Consider Accommodation Before Transport
Knowing where guests are staying often makes transport planning
significantly easier.

3. Don't Assume Everyone Will Leave At The Same Time
Different guests often have very different plans for the evening.

4. Think About Elderly Relatives And Young Children
Flexibility can make a big difference for family members with
additional needs.

5. Keep Things Simple
The most successful transport arrangements are often the simplest.

A little planning beforehand can help everyone enjoy the day and get
home safely afterwards.
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Final Thoughts
Whether guests arrange their own travel, share transport with family
or use shuttle services, a little planning beforehand can help ensure

everyone enjoys the day and gets home safely afterwards.

I hope this guide has been useful and wish you every success with
your wedding planning.

Kind regards,
Nick Sellick

Devon Transfers Private Hire
07425 262087

www.devontransfers.co.uk

Additional Wedding Transport Information:
www.devontransfers.co.uk/wedding-transport-upton-barn
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